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political institutions, and living as he did m the time of
the French Revolution there was grave danger of monarchy
going into the melting pot. We, here in India, would be
glad enough even if we could preserve the heritage of
the past without aiming at any method of improvement
at the sacrifice of the present. While the history of all
countries has been progressive, ours has been less so
We have lost our position of economic leadership in the
comity of nations The Indian Industrial Commission
rightly remarks, " At a time when the west of Europe,
the birthplace of the modern industrial system, was
inhabited by uncivilised tribes, India was famous for
the wealth of her rulers and for the high artistic skill
of her craftsmen And, even at a much later period,
when merchant advenlurcis from Hie west made their first
appearance in India, the industrial development of this
country was, at any rate, not mferioi to that of the more
advanced European nations"3 What mvstcry then
surrounds our downfall, what causes paved the way for
our ruin, and what impediments hinder our path in the
achievement of cur betterment'? The reasons are not far
to seek, they have been mainly, if not purely, economic
Suffice it to say, that the downfall of the Moghul Empire
and the ensuing anarchy in India put a sudden stop to
the demand for skilled workmen, art ceased to find value
and, therefore, languished, and the trading company
that stepped into the breach created by the dethronement
of the last of the Moghuls was impervious to the needs of
the country and looked on the gradual decay of the
native arts and crafts with studied indifference To deal at
length with the policy of the East India Company would
be beyond the bounds of this chapter, since it would have
perforce to be an essay in economic history What we are
here interested in knowing is not so much the causes for
3 Report of the Indian Industrial Commission 1918 p 1
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